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IN THE CLAIMS: 

PJe^se cancel claims 24-37, amend claim 38, and add new claims 47-57 as shown in the 
attached sheet(s). 



Serial No.: 09/365,748 
Art Unit: 2162 



Attorney's Docket No.: MDBOOOl-US 

Page 3 



REPLACEMENT CLAIMS 




JPljg^e substitute the following claims for the pending claims with the same number. 
38. (Amended) A computer imple/iented incentive program for encouraging certain 
participant actions, the program comprising^ 
a plurality of participants; 
a participant ID associated with ^ach participant; 
a redemption rate associated \^/th each participant ID; 

a first reward program under^Sm participants may earn points for certain actions 
wherein a point total is associated J^ith'each participant; 

a second reward prograny through which the redemption rate associated with a particular 
participant is adjusted in respo/se to certain action by that participant; and 

wherein the redempti/n rate associated with each participant ID determines a value of the 
point total associated with mat participant pursuant to the first reward program. 



47. (New) A method of incentmg participant action by participants in a first incentive 
program pursuant to which participants ram points, and a record of the point total for each 
participant in the program is maintainjed, the point total reflecting the points earned by the 
participant pursuant to the first pro^am^e method comprising: 

allowing participants in t/e fir^mcentive program to participate in a second incentive 
program pursuant to which participants in the second program are assigned a redemption rate and 
the redemption rate assigne/to each participant is adjusted in response to participant action and 
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wherein the redemption rate associated with a partici|)ant determines the redemption value of the 

point total associated with that participant such tha/ the redemption value for two participants 

having an identical point total can be different aya consequence of participant action in the 

second program. 

48. (New) The method of Clainy47, wherein records are maintained that allow one to 
determine, for each participant: 
✓ ^ Base Points Earned (BP), indicatj^e of the number of points earned for a Participant 

Action (PA) pursuant to the first incen^ve program; 



Redemption Rate (RR), whichfis the value of the redemption rate associated with the 
participant pursuant to the second incentive program; and 

Program Points (PP), whicl/is t^l^^l points earned under the second incentive 
program. 

49. (New) The metBod of Claim 48, wherein the second incentive program is a 
continuous redemption system wherein base points are converted into program points as they are 
earned by reference to the r^emption rate in effect at the time of the participant action for which 
the points were earned. 

50. (New) tAc method of Claim 48, wherein the second incentive program is a 
periodic redemption s;^tem wherein base points are converted into program points at the end of 
a predetermined period by reference to the redemption rate in effect at the end of the period. 
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5 1 . (New) The method of Claim 48, wfcerein the second incentive program is a 
redemption on demand system wherein base poiifts are converted into program points only upon 
the participant's demand by reference to the redemption rate in effect at the time of demand. 

52. (New) The method of Claimf47, wherein at least some of the participant 
redemption rates are non- whole number values. 



53. (New) The method of C/aim^T, wherein a base redemption rate is associated 

pjifia rate is not the same for all participants and at least 



with each participant and the base red 
some of the base redemption rates ar© non-whole number values. 



54. (New) The methodpf Claim 47, wherein the first reward program is a rebate 
program under which participant^eam points for certain purchases and the second reward 
program is a variable redemption rate program through which the cash value redemption rate 
associated with a particular paracipant is adjusted in response to certain participant action. 

^5 5^^^ (New) A method of providing an incentivejo^ action by participants 

m a^ame pursuant to which participants earn points, a^da record of the game point total for 
^each participant in the program is maintained Jbe game point total reflecting the points earned by 
the participant playing the game, the mptm)d comprising: 

providing an incentive npcigram pursuant to which participants in the incentive program 
are assigned a redemptiqp^^te and the redemption rate assigned to each participant is adjusted in 
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response to participant action and wherein me redemption rate associated with a participant 

determines the redemption value of the ga/ne point total associated with that participant such that 

^ V the redemption value for two participant having an identical game point total can be different as 

-^^ a consequence of participant action inyfhe incentive program. 



56. (New) The method'of Claim 55, wherein the game is a casino game and the 
incentive program is used to encourage the participants layer to play frequently, and comprising 
providing a timer that determines whether a predetermined time period has elapsed between 
consecutive play of the casino game and wherein: 

if the player has a positive credit winnings balance, the redemption rate is increased by 
predetermined amount every time the player plays within the predetermined time period; 

if the player has a negative credit winnings balance then the redemption rate is decreased 

by predetermined amount every time the player plays within the predetermined time period; 
/ 

if the player has a positive credit winnings balance, the redemption rate is decreased by 
predetermined aim)unt whenever the predetermined time period interval has passed without the 
player playing;/and 

if the player has a negative credit winnings balance then the redemption rate is increased 

/ 

by predetermined amount whenever the predetermined time period interval has passed without 
the player playing. 
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57. (New) The method of Clalfm 55, wherein the game is a casino game and the 
incentive program is used to provide ai/auxiliary game that provides at least one of the following 
features: 

player that has a net positivi balance can place an auxiliary bet that, if won, results in 



ff^fii^ increasing the redemption value ^l^fi^g^sitive balance at the risk of dramatically reducing the 



value of the positive balance; and 

a player that has a negative balance can place an auxiliary bet that if won reduces the 
redemption value of the negative balance would be reduced at the risk of increasing the 
redemption value of the nJegative balance. 



